
21ST Annual Mass CTGT 
August 31, 2022 
Celebrant and Homilist:  Bishop Boissonneau 
 
1st Reading:  1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
Responsorial Psalm:  Psalms 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21 
Alleluia:  Luke 4:18 
Gospel:   Luke 4:38-44 

 
 
Throughout the weekdays of the year,  when it's not Advent,  Christmas,  Lent or Easter, the readings 

are chosen from one of the three gospels;  Matthew, Mark, and Luke.    It’s a continuous reading.   

Today, we have the third day of the Gospel according to Saint Luke.  So we are just beginning to see his 

picture of Jesus.  It’s a continuous reading, as I said, so it’s good to know the context [of] what happened 

yesterday.   Jesus on the Sabbath was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum, a town in Galilee where 

Saint Peter lived and worked.  And so we pick up the narrative.  After the synagogue service, Simon 

Peter’s name before Jesus changed it, invites Jesus to lunch at his house.  Interestingly this is the first 

mention of Simon in Luke’s gospel.  The story of Jesus, using his fishing boat to teach the crowd, the 

miraculous catch of fish and the call to Simon and his bother Andrew to be his disciples is in the next 

chapter of Saint Luke’s Gospel.   

So here we have Simon, obviously impressed [by] what he heard in the synagogue, opens his home to 

Jesus – opens himself to Jesus.  It’s kind of an act of welcome.  In the synagogue the people were 

astounded because Jesus spoke with authority in his teaching.  Even to this day, of course when Jesus 

speaks we listen or we read and his words can astound us if we listen carefully with open hearts.  

Obviously Peter’s heart was open and he responds to the words of Jesus, which can be demanding.  He 

responds to the words of Jesus by inviting him into his home, into his life.   

So that’s why daily reading of the Gospel is such a holy opportunity.  We hear and we can respond to 

Jesus in a personal way.  We become like Simon.  Let Jesus speak to you.  It doesn’t have to be very much, 

but every day if you allow Jesus to speak to you, it will change you as it did with Peter.   

The Gospel according to Saint Luke is noted for its stories of healing.  Such attention to this detail 

supports the tradition that Luke was a physician.  Now earlier in the day at the synagogue, Jesus cast out 

an unclean spirit.  But this is the very first story in Saint Luke’s gospel of Jesus healing somebody who 

was ill - the mother in law of Simon.  Up to now Jesus had never healed anybody.  He wasn’t noted to be 

a healer.  Again, Peter is trusting what he heard from the Lord and asks him, invites him to heal his 

mother -in- law.  He is making an act of faith, he’s trusting the Lord.  This is the first act of trust in Jesus 

in the Gospel.  

 I find this detail [an] encouragement to us all; to bring our lives even with its challenges to the Lord, even 

your mother-in-law to the Lord in trust that he hears and will act.  This is a good definition of prayer.  

Encountering Jesus in the gospel will bring us to him and when we encounter him, whatever needs to be 

healed or strengthened or celebrated we share with Him.  It is a kind of a natural progression in your 

spirituality of the day.   



So as we heard so far in Saint Luke’s gospel, Jesus is a teacher and a healer, and they both come 

together.  His teaching and His healing are interconnected.  If he didn’t heal, his teaching might seem 

hollow and his claims of being the son of God empty.   But [if] he wasn’t teaching the truth, there would 

be no context of his healing.   

So it’s very important as Pope Benedict and Pope Francis have told us,  in our life, we always are 

balancing truth and charity, truth and healing in the case of this gospel.  So Pope Francis reminds us that 

to be formed in faith is not simply to be able to profess [it] in our lips, but we’ll also be able to live it in 

love, faith, works through love.   

And so we see Jesus becoming the healer.  As the sun is setting, as the Sabbath is ending, the crowds 

gather with their sick for Jesus to heal them.  Again they’re trusting him.  They are bringing the sick.   He 

didn’t advertise.  They just trusted.  This was a man of God and his words, his truth touched their hearts. 

At dawn, Jesus seeks a secluded place to pray to the Father, and becomes convinced of the next step in 

his ministry.  He must continue to preach the good news.  He can’t afford to stay in Capernaum, even if 

they’re urging him to stay.  That would be very comfortable.  A week before, he was run out of 

Nazareth.   Now he’s down the road in Capernaum and they’re urging him to stay.  But it is God’s will 

that he must do.  God’s will comes first.  And so teaching, healing all within the context of God’s will 

heard through prayer.  This is the portrait so far in the gospel of Luke, the portrait of Jesus.   

For you as his disciples, involved in education, he provides a good example.  I urge you to listen and learn 

daily from the master, for the sake of your souls and for the sake of your students.  Oh yes, one 

significant gospel detail.  It ends with the sentence;   “So Jesus continued proclaiming the message in the 

synagogues of Judea “[Lk 4:44].  End of the story, end of the chapter.   

The next verse and the next chapter starts off,   “while the people pressed upon him to hear the word of 

God, he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret” [Lk5:1].   So much for the synagogue.  No it’s not a 

synagogue.   Even in his mission, plans can change for Jesus and he doesn’t reject the opportunity to 

preach. 

Responding to the needs of others and letting go of our control, is another way that we can follow Jesus, 

entrusting openness to God’s plan for us.   


